OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES 




Memorai^Miit 



: 



Mr. DeLoac 
D. C. Morrel! 



date: 4/5/61 



MR 1 1 1 










INQUIRY REGARDING JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



b6 
b7C 



By letter dated 4/2/61, captioned individual wrote to the 
Directorjjxpressing his consternation over criticism being leveled against 
th e JohnBirch Societ y. He enclosed several examples which were typical 
of items w hich are appear ing in the press, including the highly controversial 
| column by I I which appeared in the April 1 edition of the Los Angeles 

' Examiner. The Bureau is aware of the latter item which links Mr. Hoover with 
the growing criticism of the Society. 



Bufiles contain no record concerning Mr 



[ 



] The 



tenor 



of his letter is respectful and he indicates that his concern is very genuine. 
He makes no attempt to argue and berate the Director as have some recent 
writers on the subject of the John Birch Society. 



RECOMMENDATION: 

It is r ecommended that the attached letter be forwarded to 

Mr. I I wherein he is given the usual reply to those seeking 



Bureau opinion of an organization, and including a copy of the April, 1961, 
LEB Introduction to answer his question about the "vigilante action." 



Enclosure -MajukjT 





HHA 
(2) 



51 APR 181961 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 j^^k 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 




Mr. De Loach 
from : D. C Morrell^^^ 

subject: I ""[ 
PU BLISHER 

PAMPA, TEXAS, DAILY NEWS 
PAMPA, TEXAS 



date: 4-4-61 




Captioned individual wired the Director on 
March 31 inquiring as to whether there was any connection between 
the April Law Enforcement Bulletin introduc tion and the JohirBirchL 
Society. By telegram dated April 1 . 1 I was advised that 



Mr. Hoover *s message did not mention any specific group since it 
is not wit hin the p rovince of the FBI to evaluate organizations of 
any type. I to ured the Director again on April 3 complaining 

that the wire services direc tly attri bute remarks about vigilante 
action to the Birch Society. I I said this could do great damage 
to many innocent people who are the staunchest supporters of -the 
Director and the Bureau. He wanted to know how this could be 
ignored and asked that this "smear" not go unchallenged. 



r 



lwas not identifiable in Bufiles and we have had 



no recent correspondence with his newspaper. 



b6 
b7C 



Apparently, ! l is trying to exert pressure on the 
Director to force him to make a public statement in favor of the 
John Birch Society. No benefit can possibly be derived from entering 
into a controversy with him. He refuses to accept the statement that 
the Society was not being singled out by the Director. . /\ 

RECOMMENDATION: ^ ' ^ ' ^'n*:- '> 



>5 A**? 




FD-36 {tlf^. \2»1>56J 



F B I 

Date: 4/11/61 



Transmit the following in . 
Via AXRTEX* — 



(Type in plain text or code) 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



18512 




mom 

SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, M YORK (62-11243) 

JOHll^BIRCH SOCIETY 
IS-X 

Re NY airtel 4/7/61. 




Mrs 



r 



r. 



Is well known to the Bureau, furnished the fo llowing 
lnf omation on 4/11/61 to SA | | 

"The New Bedford Standard-Times" (New Bedford Mass.) 
4/7/61, carried an article under the heading, "American 
Institute (Al) To Hear JOHN NOBLE". The article stated that 
NOBLE would speak at 2:30 p.m. Suntfay afternoon at John 
Hancock Hall under the auspices of the AI. 

The article reported that AI officials have pointed 
out that although AI programs are often reconaaended by the 
John Birch Society (JBS), the AI speakers are not necessarily 
members of the JBS. 



Mrs. |_ 



Further do^n in the article, it was Indicated that 
J was not a member of the JBS and that HERBERT 



PHILBRICK was president of the AI. 



I said that she would drop the Issue 
"Standard-Times" carry a statement that 



Mrs. 

(that is, that the 

was not a member of the JBS) at this point. 



she 

However, In the 

future she in tends to be very careful and circumspect in her 
dealings with | | the "Standard-Times"y 

"4 - Bureau (RM) — \r, fU 17^9 
1 - 100-341171 I 
1 - Boston (RM) (lnfo"J 
1 - New York (62-11243) 
AS/jem 

■ ci f - v:r.:. 



Approved: 



-^9 



/b6 

b7C 



$1 



^1 



^■b7C 



Special Agent in Charge 



Sent . 



UNITED STATES Gd^^NMENT 

^ Memorandum 

^ to : DIRECTOR, FBI date: k/lk/6l 

from : SAC, RICHMOND (100^9991) 

V r ' - TKR TDHU TV 



subject: 



THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING - 
INTERNAL SECURITY 



Re SAC Letters 59-13 and 60-5 which instruct the 
Bureau be notified in the event any chapters of this society 
are organized within a field division territory. 

The Richmond, Virginia, newspaper, the Richmond 
News Leader, in its issue of April 10, 1961, contained an 
article on captionedVorganization and repo rted comments 
made by one I i Virgjnia, identi- 

fied in the article as full-time field representative for b6 
the organization in Virginia. b7C 

In a pre vious issue of the Richmond Times Dispatch 
newspaper, ! I was identified as a former State Department 

Historian and he advised that chapters of this organization 
had been established in Alexandria, Fairfax County and 
Charlottesville, Virginia. 



The above is submitted for the information and 
completion of the Bureau file. J J 



) 



Bureau (REGISTERED MAIL) 
Richmond 
RET: iwp 

(3) 



a APR 17 1961 



66 APR 201961 




b6 
b7C 

ALL INF0P.M A ?T0M CCOTAINED 

HEREIN IS Ui^Lx.u^-J™ ^ 

DATE V^-^ 




4-528 ' 



CHANGED TO 



nFf. 51962 



b6 
b7C 



F B I 



Date: 3/28/61 



Transmit the following in . 
Via AIRTEL 



PTiATN TEXT 



(Type in plain text or code) 



I 



TO 



(Priority or Method of Mailing} 

DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) 
SAC, DALLAS (100-10402) 




RE 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
MISCELLANEOUS - 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



J: 




Tele. Rt£m- \ 

. Mr. Ingiwk- — 
| Misa Gandy 

I 




Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of a: - ^ 
letterhead memorandum dated 3/28/61, suitable for dissenfinatfonb7C 
concerning klan__inf i ltration in the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY. Also b7D 
a copy of an articTfe^^Tc^appear ed in t he "Dallas Time s Heraldr-, 
dated 3/26/61, is also enclosed in -which I | was ^^""f\. 

identified as a member of the JBS.tJbAW 0p&TTX77Znp ^g^rty** 



| | T-2 is 



T-l in the enclosed letterh ead memorandum i s[ 
1 1 T-3 is[ 



is tne Intelligence 



rfe Dallas Police Department 



J and T-4 



Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those instances 
where the identities of the sources must be concealed. t ' 

. The Dallas Office will remain alert to any further , 

attempts by klansmen or former klansmen to join and utilize /- 



|tbe JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY* 



^ ^ 3>- Bureau 
V *-\S^ 1 - Dallas 
vt>^ JPH: jeg 




'f\ APR 14 1961 



4 



b6 
b7C 



Special Agent in Charge 



Sent . 



Per . 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



In Reply, Phase Refer to 
File No. 



Dallas, Texas 
March 28, 1961 



Re: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



An article appeared in the /'Dallas Times Herald/' a 

rfflilv nttHflfi nflmsnnnPT- rfntgrf Marr-.h gfi TQfil Tti this article 

I I identified 

himself as a member of the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY (JBS) . I 1 
in this article, stated that there are ten chapters of the &6 
society in the Dallas area with fifteen to thirty members each, b7C 

| and the society has gotten four times larger than when he 
joined it in January. This article described how I I 

I devotes much of his time to work of the JBS and his fight against 
the international communistic plot* 

On March 8, 1961, Dallas Confidential Informant T-l, 
Who has furnished reliable information in the past, advised 
that a meeting of the White Citizens Council of Dallas County 
was held in Room 4 of the Baker Hotel, Dallas, on March 7, 1961. 
There were seven men and three women present, and of the men 
present four were former members of the U* S* Klans, Kni ghts of 
the Ku Klux Klan* Among the former klansmen present was^ ^^l 



II 



| in Dallas* I 
[which he, [ 



Jgave a talk on the JOHJ 
is a prominent member. 



BIRCH SO CIETY, of 
told the 



praised 



|group that the JBS worked in small groups. 

the JBS in that In the past anyone who fought integration had 
run into a brick wall but said this society, wi thout ment ioning 
integration, only would be fighting communism. I ^H said 
actually communism is the "root of it all," indic ating he m eant 
fighting communism is also fighting integration. I I said 



the JBS never meets in the same place and each member has a 
list of tea things that he is supposed to do each month. These 
things include writing letters to Congressmen and other prominent 
of ficials:,., never using the JBS name on anything but signing 
only the individ ual's nam e when trying to push through .some, 
item or effort. I 1 said JBS in this manner is driving the 

communists crazy* 



b6 
b7C 



]said the society is acting in all fifty 



U states and the main "push" at the present time is getting 
\Vwindshield and bumper stickers on as many cars as possible, 
'Vreading, "Impeach Earl Warren*" 

• ■ -v; - -;td 



^CLOSURE 



Re? JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

On November 2, I960, Dallas Confidential Informant 
T~2, who has furnished reliable information in the past, 
made available a letterhead of the U. S. Klans, Knights of the 



Ku Klux Klan, which set forth a list of officers for Rvlie Ho. 2 
Klavern, Dallas, Tesas, On November 30, 1957 t I -—I 
was listed as | \ Dallas T-2 also made available 

a list of officers for Dallas Klavern No, 66 of the U. S.. Klans, 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. dated Novemb er 29, 3,958, which listed 

On December 12, 1957, Dallas Confidential Informant 
T-3, who has furnished reliable information in the past, advised 
that U. S. Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc., Realm of 
Texas, chartered its first klavern in Rylie, Texas, in November 
1957. This organization used the name Soldiers of the Flaming 
Sword as a cover name when approaching an individual concerning 
membership in the Ku Klux Klan, and only after they determined ®v 

that this person was safe did they reveal the true identity b7C 
of this organization to be the Ku Klux Klan. 

On October 5/ 1958, Dallas T-l adv ised that in June 
of 1958, l~~ I the U. S. Klans, 

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc., broke away from that organi- 
zation and formed the Original Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 
(OKKKK), However, on October 4, 19K8 T I lof College 

Park, Georgia, the Imperial Wizard of the uV S. Klans, Knights 
of the Ku Klux Klan, visited Dailas, at which time most of the 
klansmen in Dallas_rejoined the U. S. Klans, having become 
disgusted with | | over handling of klan funds. 

On August 19, 1959, Dallas Confidential Informant T-4, 
who has furnished reliable information in the past, advised that 
as of August 19, 1959, the U. S. Klans in Texas did not have a 
State leader or Grand Dragon and the U. S. Klans have become 
badly disorganized. 



- 2 - 



/ft .OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

UNITED ST ATI,. ^ w w ^ . ^ 

Memorandum 



to DIRECTOR, FBI 

Q^4^ : SAC, CHARLOTTE (100-9548) 

subject: JOHN^RCH SOCIETY 

INFORMATION CONCERNING - 
INTERNAL SECURITY 



date: 4/14/6I 



There is enclosed an article written by TED SHELTON, reporter, 
which appeared in the "Greenville News," Greenville, S. C, on 4/5/61, 
{/ outlining the activities of one chapter of the society in Greenville, 

S. C, during the past six months and of a newly f ormed second rhan ter 
of t he^ same society in Greenv ille, S., C.^ of which l I 
| | is the .leader. The le ader of tthe 

original group was" not disclosed, however, it quoted P I 

a local attorney,, who is one of the leading citizens of 'this city, /yy ^ c 
as being a yo lunteer ^op rjdin atja^^^ in this area, and l£j*s... I . 

active in the local chapter^ | | a member of the 

Greenvill e, _S. C. City Council, was alsd qUoted as being a member 
of the home chapter of the society in Belmont, Massachusetts. 



b6 
b7C 



There is also enclosed a newspaper article which appeared 
in the "Greenville News," Greenvi lle^ 4/ 9/61, setting forth « 

letters to the editor , written by | | of JSr^e^yillg., and 

I lof Laurens^_jLjU=*i wltn" reference to the Society. 

' M V 1 

No investigation or other local inquiries have been made 
with reference to these local chapters of the John Birch Society 
in accordance with existing Bureau instructions. 

The Bureau will be furnished any additional information 
coming to Charlotte f s attention regarding this matter. 



/ 



(?)- Bureau (Enc. 2)(RM) 
2 - Charlotte (100-9548) 
JWC:mhs 
(4) 



, 8 Ak*18 196V/^ 



s 



Ill l^OR""^ e : 
v - 




he 
hie 



FD-36 (.Rev. 12-13-56) 



F B I 

Date: 



t 

V3/61 



Transmit the following in . 
Via AIRTEL 



(Type in plain text or code) 

AIRMAIL - REGISTERED 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) 

FROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-59001) 

SUBJECT: JOH^ BIRCH SOCIETY 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 



Remytel 4/2/61. 

Attached herewith are clippings of ^ 



l artlcle 

in "Los Angeles Examiner" 4/1/61 and article/ same issue, 
setting forth remarks of Representatives HIESTAND and ROUSSELOT 
re captioned group. 




L 

f3>- Bureau (End. 2) (AIRMAIL) (REGISTERED) 
1 - Los Angeles 

TWC:DRU 



1* 



J 




Approved: 



Sent , 



56 APR 21 111 1 * 



. in Charge 



_M , :Per. 



FD^O (Rev. 12-13-56) 



# 



Transmit the following in . 
Via AIRTEL 



F B I 

Date: 4/6/6 1 
PLAIN TEXT 



(Type in plain text or code) 

AIR MAIL 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 




y 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC j DALLAS (94-0) 



6 , J 



HKt^HkROH lUOJ^SPflNDENCE AND TOURS) 



Transmitted herewith is letter received at RA, 
Amarillo, Texas, addressed to Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Amarillo, Texas. 



For information Bureau, f 



| has 

flfPri Ho^was for 



long been known to SA f s work-ins- thP flmA.-H 
many years] 

Amarillo, Lcaua . — huuul iwu yeUTU ago, he left this pos ition 

and now teaches piano and organ in h1n home a,fi the fthmre . 

address. I " 



In view of his statement that he is member of the 
John Birch Society and in view of recent description of 
this organisation in SAC letter as "an irresponsible 
organization 11 , the Bureau may desire to handle this corres-i 
pondence with caution. 




\-Bureau (Enc. 1) 
■^Dallas (l- 94-0) 

(1- 100-10402) 

WRJ /wvm 



LYNUM 

REG- 85 



^ apr # m\ 




Approved 



Special Agent in Charge 



F-irm Hp. G-1C 
(Rev. 1Z-10-57) 



n 



^ FROM T 

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INFORMATION 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
to 

Official indicated below by check mark 




,6. 

St 



Attorney General ► 

Deputy Attorney General 

First Assistant Deputy Attorney General 

Executive Office For U. S. Attorneys 

Executive Office For U. S. Marshals 

Solicitor General 

y Executive Assistant to the Attorney General 

^ Assistant Attorney General, Antitrust 

J^f* Assistant Attorney General, Tax 

Assistant Attorney General, Civil 

Assistant Attorney General, Lands 

Assistant Attorney General, Criminal 

Assistant Attorney General, Office of Legal Counsel 

Assistant Attorney General, Internal Security 

Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights - 

Administrative Assistant Attorney General ; 

Budget and Accounts Office 

Records Administration Office V.... 

Personnel Office 

Administrative Services Office 

Supplies and Printing Section 

Transcription Section 

Director, FBI 

Assistant to the Director - Room 5640 

Director of Prisons 

Director, Office of Alien Property 

Commissioner, Immigration and Naturalization 

Pardon Attorney 

Parole Board 

Board of Immigration Appeals 

Librarian 



i 



u /■ ■■ ■/■■■/ /0£ 



at 



UNITED STATES G< 



Memorandum 



j TO • ThA nirprtnr DATE: /P R * L 



The Director 
from : N. P. Callahan ' 
subject: The Congressional Record 



to ham pristcd la tho &cm$a m editorial catlttca ^Siscfciag i&o Circhites, " | 
psaila^^to^\r/G0ME3to 183i* Tfco editorM states 

tisot &20 tess rosac% la to eesaoaBs&iso o£ the Aoorlcas ^sjoj&o in 
<2o&M&Q3 spatteao pditteed. £yes««1$ti&ft9. It is ten tSsft grog?* Ute tfcj 
Jcfeyrarck floclctor ecmid eegsribre a rare efnteter i^plllc^Q la €>e &m of a 
aajoi? &£&eie la a Jtoreggst paltesr* » - - £t£ t&& oifeet is esmltai^ 
e2£Qsa*a V?o $8 est tl&& fc^ai t; 'ck&'s fiocMBes eao gokf&q 1Mb 
C23ute£tejt~» eves tfeo fcstey season *» 



all iirrorr^TTn?! pp* Tm »T?ncD 



NOT RECORDED 
102 APR 13 '961 



In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for Aftf'h 3, /9&/ was reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files. 

58 APR181961>^ 



4-572 (Rev, 2-1 9-60) 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



The Director 



N. P. Callahan 



SUBJECT: The Congressional Record 



cat 'toffo too stemf s bam mim or m®km$M pcs^o, tftra*tt£>Qva!& wka 

r&fea la feaEie^e t&s£ eo*ai»8te3 esa &a all e*il$ mo m& 

$vd~e®zazixMo$z feat react s#tk far rjreato o^oti&s agafcssfc c^cr? i&sMfoatstto 
a2 GHitcouimariigi3 thof sec&& e&^abio oC aic^^iag against cesaraaoism* 

eras? M i&^EsasI <5s* a s^altc^ t&st failed let ipso facto* a m&sstoejL^ tho 

£© cesaasaagsdl pas for bringing tha mUm® of t&l© £aelaty *a jp^aMfc 

m% c$a%Q& **T&Gro aro rn&ay ^ mlatofoss po^le b£o Mlmg to the Jo!m 
Stock fitocioty, last t^cro sro s»a otera are nci&or eor isalstaisB^ 
cjbo flSsojr sap© its Ica^a ** 



1 



ALL INFORMATION C ONTAINED 
KZrZlA iS UI'iCLADCl 
DA^^^JSvi E 



57 APR 18196^ 



191 APR 18 1961 



b6 
b7C 



In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for *h ( $ 0 f & / was reviewec * an ^ pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files. 



4-572 {Rev. 2-19-60) 

OPTIONAl FORM NO. 10 



UNITED STATES ^^^glNT 

Memorandum 



The Director 



N. P. Callahan 



subject: 



The Congressional Record 



hum inflated la to Be^ard *a article from Use WaskSi^toB N*w» si - , 
t Rlfcreti 3 9 1981,. gfltlUea ^Ke as gmsiflrt»as J&t % Birefc F^alerf^ flc^til f 
toe M Cgqtery, » wrttto M I ^M««pme^ai0with^# { 

mm&3s we£ toy Moter* isvadhb g&tauigff ®m JbanBfartit fe wtoty, £$ fi^tte 



N 



V 



3 b6 
^ b7C 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS Ij^LASi 
DATE'V^ -V* 



NOT RECORDED 
102 APR -i f °«1 



In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for fyfc{ Q ^j- <z£$ j )*j(?f was reviewed and pertinent items were 
marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of ta m^iti^inal memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 

i wi ro ^P/f *J ^lljoT ° r rn/^^ i maUer files * 



-•'4-572 (Rev. 2-19-60) 
OPTIONAI fORM r»o. 10 



Memorandum 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



The Director 



N. P. Callahan 



e: 



SUBJECT: The Congressional Record 



g—Q&o la escort al tm Ja^CTifA fgejgji'* «^s»^^a^tt©a cm ta 
tlelo is ftao isap&tae w!>to @g»8&a Eaa &at to gfreu&f. ^^^ ^^w^ ,| 

to council members *a4 to eo^aittee or «odcm«r* of to ##&a stf?& Society 



*1 



-3 



Jd6 
'b7C 



ALL INFORMATION 
IS UNCUS 



for RECORDIST 



In the original oi a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for J(rl (I /J- ^ $ > / was rev ^ ewe ^ an & pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of .the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropriate BujaSSeTCase or subject matter files, 

5APRl«6l 



4-572 (Rev. 2-19-60) 

OPTIONAL fOKM NO, 10 

UNITED STATES G:"^*^ . ^ w U'Y 

MemoraM^M 





The Director 



N. P. Callaha 



date: 



subject: 



The Congressional Record 



Pagas S097«S0B8.. $oastor Tosag, (&) Ohio, qpo&e coecct^i^ tho 
'o&a Dlrcfe Socie ty Ho otate£ *I commea^ feso ©f my &stistgatBl3tod colleague 
ap to tfo aSiGuUon oi the Soaate, and tfco pafclie, i«gly facte concerning 

tfa&e patriots controlling t&a <£o!sa Birch Soeietj^ X Join Oies* la their 
tenipfc for leaders «tf IMa tftelmas ©rganiEatisa, * 'Sho three eoiarasaded ^ 
Yoaag war© Sesai&ra Tcmg, (E5 Martk £§a&ot&$ Eacliel, (H) California; and 
4 (D) Connecticut Mr* Ymsag wast cos to stato r, l ^ts& to point cmt tDuat the 

<ai?eeto^ of ih& Fedsral Barea® of toouOsati<m^ & E^ar Modm, only last 
noA^omA agaiaot visilasate actios* la to* f|g& a^inat commtmlsm. Eo aal& 
i T^Jflfr ^ curtailing a$g coataining cam^tmisis* to oas for legally constituted 
cOtftartttos wtOi tfeo steufct cooperation el every 103ml eitlsoa * 



/ 



NOT RECORDED 
102 APR 13 1 961 



HEREIN IS UNCLAGf 



b6 
b7C 



In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for /QpRt ^ 3^ i^bj . was reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for tne Director's attention. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files. 



5b APttlvjrfBl^awr 



Ml 



Honorable Gienard P. Lipscomb 
House of Representatives 
Washington 25, P. C. ' 

My dear Congressman: 



April 11, 1961 




Your letter of AP^ 1 6, 1961, with enclosure, 
has been recei ved* and I cio appreciate the concern which 
prompted Miss I 



to write. 



^ You are aware, I a£r sure, that the FBI, as 

an investigative agency of the Federal Government, does 
noPfornish evaluations or comments regarding the character 
or$titegrity of any individual, publication or organization. 
From this, I hope that Miss Whitfield will not infer either that 
wglio or do not have data in our files relating to the subject 
o£Ser letter. 



o 
o 



I am unable to make any recommendations 
with respect to groups which she may join to fight communism^ 
however, I am enclosing several items which may be of £ ~i 
assistance to her in this regard* £g 



r 




MAILED. 31* 

APR 12 1961 



Sincerely yours, 

J- Edgar Hoover 





Enclosures 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
^r|ari961,6tf^ Hgrj^gejtioii ^ n 

"Hmlnuni^^rget.-^outh B " 
One Nation's Respokse^toj 
Series from "l^hrasjSantty 




Youth 

'^ra^tla^MToday" , . .. , . 

NOTE: BufUes^dbiitaln nbQrefiord of the organization' the correspondent 
^record identifiable with her. CongressmanXijjscomb 
i| . . " (Continued next page) 

LETYPE UNIT ! J - 



represents or , 
JW&'Btlc^) 



Honorable Glenard P.* LipsGomb 



- NOTE: (continued) 

has contacted the Bureaufrom time to time on matters of mutual 
interest and we have had cordial correspondence with him. He 
is a member of the House Appropriations Subcommittee, 

The John Birch 1 Society was founded in 12/58 in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, 
Massachusetts. It is incorporated under laws of State of 
Massachusetts; is allegedly, anticommunist; has chapters throughout 
the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. Welch 
and the Society in the past have. been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62- 104401) 



hj GL.ENARD P.. LIPSCOMB 
24th Dist.. i 



Congress of tfjc Winitth States' 

^ouse of EepreicntatitJCJi / 



COMMITTEES: 
APPROPRIATIONS 
SUBCOMMITTEES: 



April 6, 1961 
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State, Justice, Judiciary 
HOUSE ADMINISTRATION 



.Mohr." 

CaUahan- 
Conrtf 
Debri 
Mr. EvaftsX^ 
Mr. MaIone_ 
Mr. Rosen_ 




The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Office of the Director. 
Federal Bureau o£ Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Hoover: 

I ^aig^enclosir ig a copy of a letter received 
from I 1 a resident of the Congressional 

Districtt^ represent, who is ^ Corresponding .Secreta ry 
.for the Jun ior^Women^ of the _ Twe , nt ie th_ Ce n tur^JUub , 
Hermosa and Colorado, Los Angeles 41 /California^ 

This letter is from what I believe is a very 
responsible group. I am not requesting comment con- 
cerning the statements or questions in regard to the 
JohnHS i r ch . S o c iety or the films mentioned in the letter. 
I would however appreciate having the benefit of such 
comment as you might be able to make in response to the 
last question in the letter, which I may use in my re- 
ply to Miss Whitfield. 



Sincerely yours, 



Slenard P. U 
Member of Con 
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Mr. Trottfl 

iMr. W.G .3 
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subject: 



o 

JOHN BIRCH 
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(INTERNAL SECURITY) 




Air 

DATI 



the 



This memorandum is prepared pursuant to the request of 
Director for a memorandum on the John Birch Society (JBS). 
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The JBS was organized in Indianapolis, Indiana, in 12/58 
by Robert H. 'Welch, Jr., a wealthy candy manufacturer of Belmont, 
Massachusetts, in order to further Welch's anticommunist campaign. 
It was incorporated on 12/23/58 as a nonprofit business organization 
under the laws of the State of Massachusetts. The aims and purposes 
of the organization were listed as to promote civic interest in 
national and international affairs by an educational program t and the 
collection and dissemination of literature for educational purposes. 
Welch has' characterized the long-range objective of the JBS is' "less 
government, more responsibility and a better world." It has been noted 
from newspaper articles written about Welch and the. Society that Welch 
is absolute boss of it and Welch has been quoted as saying the Society 
must be run by a "hard-boiled, dictatorial and dynamic boss." Also, 
according to. newspaper accounts, JBS at the start of 1961 had chapters 
in approximately 35 states with a recent estimate that JBS might have 
100,000 members by the end of 1961. The most pronounced activity on 
the part of Welch and the Society in his anticommunist campaign have 
been charges of high Government officials being communists, including 
former President Eisenhower. The most recent activity *in : this 'regard 
has been the calling' for the impeachment of Chief Justice Earl' Warreni n *. 
of the United States Supreme Court. Probably the best description 
of Welch's -.recklessness and the tacti.cs used by him is'seen J.n they/ 
statement of Spruille Braden, the former United States Ambassador and 
member of the Society's council, as quoted in an article^on the Society 
which appeared on page six of the 3/30/61 issue of "New York-Journal- 
American." In this article Braden stated he did not agree with Welch's 
charge against President Eisenhower; that Welch may exaggerate sometimes; 
but "When you're in a barroom brawl, no holds are barred. You don't 
t fight by the Marquis of Queensberry rules.' 
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We have never investigated JBS nor Welch. . We have furnished , 
background information to the field concerning Welch and JBS by SAC 
Letters 59-13 (F) dated 3/10/59 and 60-5 (O dated 1/26/60. The 
field was instructed to be alert for the formation of chapters of JBS; 
that the Bureau was particularly interested in efforts by subversive 
elements to take over or use JBS or its chapters; and that no investi- 
gation should be conducted. As a result of the information received 
from the Los Angeles Office that a member of the chapter of JBS in . 
Santa Barbara, California, had ordered a printing of 10,000 copies of 
the Bureau's poster on communism with the statement printed thereon 
that they were printed and distributed by JBS, we alerted the field 
I by SAC Letter 61-14 (D) dated 3/21/61 of this matter and instructed 
that members of JBS no longer would be furnished copies of Bureau 
literature on the subject of communism. 

While we have not investigated Welch or JBS we have had 
the Boston Office check public source material such as incorporation r 
records, credit records, et cetera, for background data concerning 
Welch and the Society. 

By memorandum from Assistant Attorney General J. Walter 
Yeagley dated 8/30/60, Yeagley referred to a newspaper account con- 
cerning JBS; advised that the Department's records contain no Bureau 
reports on either JBS or Welch; requested the Bureau to conduct an 
investigation of JBS pursuant to Executive Order 10450; and requested 
copies of reports of such investigation. By memorandum dated 9/8/60 
we forwarded to Yeagley photostats of previous memoranda which we had 
furnished the Attorney General regarding Welch and the Society; advised 
that no information had been received by this Bureau indicating any 
subversive elements in the Society; and stated, that no investigation 
of the Society would be conducted unless a subsequent request was 
received from the. Department in view of the information which we were 
furnishing in the enclosure to our memorandum. To date no subsequent 
request has been received from the Department for an investigation of 
Welch or the Society. 

JBS is probably one of the most controversial organizations 
in the country today. This controversy stems from the allegations made 
by Welch and the Society concerning Hie dllega'tions alluding to 
President Eisenhower being a communist; the allegations that there are 
communists in other high Government positions; and calling for the - 



- 2 - 



Memo to Mr. Belmont 
Re: John Birch Society 
62-104401 



impeachment of Chief Justice Warren. This controversy has led to 
many attacks on Welch and the Society through the newspapers and in 
congressional circles, while at the same time other newspapers and 
some congressional members have defended Welch and the Society. 
However, to date this controversy has been confined to the issue of 
Welch and the Society and not to the issue of Chief Justice Warren's 
impeachment, at least in congressional circles. 

This controversy slowly gathered momentum until it 
appears to have reached its peak within the past couple days when 
some congressmen and senators have denounced Welch- and the Society 
while others have backed Welch and the Society. Both the Senate 
Internal Security Subcommittee (SISS) and the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities (HCUA) have been requested to hold hearings 
concerning the Society. Senator Thomas J. Dodd, Vice Chairman of. 
SISS, has denounced the Society and Welch's attack on President 
Eisenhower and on 3/31/61 stated he would bring up the possibility 
of investigating the Society at the Subcommittee's next meeting. 
Congressman Francis Walter, Chairman of the HCUA, has stated that 
the HCUA has received many letters of complaints about the Society 
but none contain material information indicating HCUA could or should 
launch an investigation. Walter has further stated that it is not 
the function of HCUA to serve as a Sounding board either for an 
organization against individuals or for individuals against an 
organization. In addition Senator John L. McClellan, Chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Government Operations, stated on 3/31/61 that his 
committee has no plans to investigate the Society because his committee 
has no jurisdiction to do so. 

Outside of congressional circles the main "boiling pot" 
of this controversy appears to be in the State of California where 
Governor Edmund Brown has ordered a probe of the Society and has called 
the Society a "fanatic group of the extreme right." It is noted that 
the Society has been extremely active in California and has created a 
storm in both church and educational circles. In addition to the 
California Governor's probe of the Society, a June hearing has been 
set by the State Senate Un-American Activities Committee at which Welch 
will be asked to testify. According to an article which appeared 
concerning the Society in the 3/29/61 issue of the "New York Journal- 
American," page two, the California Assembly Rules Committee was to 
vote on 3/30/61 on a resolution concerning a nationwide investigation , 
of the Society by United States Attorney General Robert F.' Kennedy. 
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-According to the attached "Washington Capital News Service" 
release of 3/31/6I, a Department of Justice spokesman stated that 
the growing number of inquiries which the Department has received 
about the Society has made it a matter of concern to the Attorney General 
but the spokesman refused to say whether the Department is investigating 
the Society. 

ACTION: 



None. For the Director^ information. 
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By letter of April 2, 1961, the above- captioned individual 
advised that he is not a member of the ^John^kirch Societyj aor does he 
subscribe to the "Los Angeles Examiner. " It is noted that he enclosed 
a copy of an a rticle from the April 1, 1961, issue of the M Los Angeles 
Examiner" by | j which contains reference to the Director's 

4-1-61 Introduction to the Law Enforcement Bulletin on Vigilante action. 

| [ suggests that all members of the FBI infiltrate the 
society and send $24 to Robert We lch of the John Birch Society, 
apparently for membership dues. I [also suggests that his address 
. be kept secret. 1 1 

RECOMMENDATION: 




DIRECTOR, FBI 



April 4^X901 



SAC, DXTXOXT (80-799) 
MTSSl 



ALL T^nr;;rT^rC ^ TTAT '^ y 



RESEARCH (COHHESPONDINCE AHD TOURS) 



"KISS £ 



R* Burtiu *irt?l to Datrolt. 3/22/61, cipUq; 



The title is 
n&tte of the Subject as 



cha*ged to set forth the first 



her residence at[ 



ftlPt*9fitti Individual i» the owner-operator of the 
1 located in connection, with 



On January IX, 19*1, Captain \ l (NA) , 

{protect 1 . glint . myh Wn f police Department , advised 
BA \ the and identities of those 

persons Known to almwho are members ©f the John Birch Society 
in Flint, (Bufile 62*104401; Detroit file 100-27934). 
Included a mong these names was captioned person. According 

to Captain |~ \ Miss | |is physically incapacitated 

with a congenital hone anomaly, which has affected her entire 
bone structure and perhaps her mental capacities* During the 
laat approximate year she has been active in the Cardinal 
Mindzenti Society activities in this area. She is also a 
member of the flint Conservative Club. She professes to be 
an avid anti-Communist and at her own expense has distributed 
ant i- Communist literature as a representative of one or all 
of the above mentioned groups. 

Bureau (EH) NOT* »EC0BDE& 

^ (1 - 100- Cardinal Mlndzenti $oo&4$$ * 5 1961 

■'{*>• 6 2 " 1Q«407 - John -Birch Society ) 
(2 - 100- Miss 1 I 

4 » Detroit 

(1 - 100-27934 John Birch Sociity) 
(1 ~ 100-0 Cardinal Mindzenti Society) 



DE 80-799 



On March 13, 1961, toes. I I 
Secretary, AC Spark Plug Division, General Motors Corporation, 
Flint, likewise a Member of the John Birch Society and the 
Cardinal Hindzenti Society (see Detroit letter to Bureau dated 
December 2 $ I960, captioned I I 
SH*Cj Bui lie 100-371 448: Detroit file 100- 18676) . te lephonically 
contacted SA I I stating that Miss I I had made 

the statement at a recent Cardinal ttindssenti Society meeting 
that someone had called the FBI and was advised that the Patrick 
Henry League la a subversive organlzationuand has been so 
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cited by the Attorney General of the United States. Mrs. 
I I was advised that the FBI does not make such statements 

and that no Agent had made such a statement at Flint* k. 7c 

Later that same day* Mrs, i i&gain called and 

advised that by rechecklng wi th I I she^aad learned 

the following: I I hoard the sta tement about the 



trick Henry league, wftTRftt tftfr aom.e ofl ~ ZD 
\ workswltfr one| | of | 



■Patrick 



, lhadtol.ll Ithtt J "^' 

had "heard or read somewhere that the Patrick Henry League 
was a subversive organization". 

Mrs. I I st ated that upon learning of this 

source, she contacted Mr. I r He stated that after 

making the statement about the Patrick Henry League he had 
checked with a source that he did not Identify and ascertained 
that he had been wrong in his evaluation of the Patrick Henry 
League. He indicated that his original statement had been 
based on something that he had heard from or read as written 
by HKRHBBT PHILBRICK. He did not say that he had contacted 
the FBI although he indicated that someone may have thought 
that he dtt. 

. On March 27 r 1961, &A J . I and - - 

SAl \ contacted wise I I 

I I Her letter to the Director was orally b6 

acknowledged. She immediately elated that she h ad been to o }■:■:■■ 

hasty in writing such a letter ag she and a Mrs. I "1 

I I had later ascertained that the person who had said 

that the Patrick Henry League Is or was subversive had not 

received his information from the FBI. 
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It is noted that Miss I I was not and is not 

aware that, the Special Agents contacting her had a copy of 
the letter she sent to the Director. She advised the Agent* 
that her letter specifically stated that it was not she who 
had been advised by the FBI that the Patrick Henry League 
was subversive and she had pointed out in her letter that she 
did not know Of her own knowledge that the FBI had said such 
a thing. 

She was advised that the FBI is strictly an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and does 
riot furnish evaluations or comments concerning the character 
or integrity of any Individual , publication or organization. 

She stated that she realises this as these sane 
points have been stated on several occasions by Mrs. | | 



I I who is a study group 

leader in the Cardinal ttlndscentl Society. 

In conclusion, Miss I l exprecsed her admiration 

for the Director and the work of the FBI, stating that she 
wants only to assist in any way possible in the difficult 
tasks facing the Bureau. 

Since a contact with I I by Bureau 

Agents at this tine could likely be misconstrued, UACB, 
no further action will be taken in this matter at this time. 



